The latest project - A Roundhouse
We were approached by Shift Bristol, an environmental
organisation, who train students in practical outdoor
activities, to see whether we would be interested in
having a roundhouse built on our site, during the month
of May. It was agreed that a roundhouse would be an
excellent addition to our existing facilities. Shift Bristol
were offering their services, expertise and labour to plan
and build an open sided, environmentally friendly and
sustainable timber built roundhouse. As the only costs
to us would be the materials, this was too good an
opportunity to turn down.
We identified an ideal site at the top of the Camp in an area which
had not been used for many years and had become overgrown with
unsightly shrub and brambles. We arranged to have the undergrowth
cleared and a round flat area of approximately 15 metres diameter
levelled, flattened and tamped down with hardcore to form what will
become the floor of the building.
As the Camp was in use for the only
time that Shift Bristol were available
for the build, we were not able to
provide any rooms or facilities for
the building team/students. After
several site visits and meetings it
was agreed that they would be
more than happy to arrange their
own facilities. These very enterprising
people erected their own toilet and
shower on site, in addition to a canvas
covered kitchen and dining area.
Work is progressing rapidly and within a few weeks we will have a
complete magnificent, robust building which will be used for many
years to come by those children learning forest skills, and also a superb
outdoor area and shelter for future groups.
Many thanks to Shift Bristol and their team.

The Charity Of The Year
BCHS has been fortunate in recent years to be nominated as
Charity of the year by several local Bristol firms. Most bigger
companies have a Corporate Social Responsibility commitment
where they are formally committed to making a difference to a
deserving cause. We have had the patronage of VWV lawyers,
Paragon Cost Lawyers and Hollis Morgan property and auctioneers
as well as generous support and ad hoc donations from other firms.
Barton Camp is a great target for charitable support as the firm's
employees and families can visit Barton Camp and see the great
work they are supporting. This can then give rise to an interest in
volunteering or fundraising by the younger visitors. If your company
is looking for a Charity of the Year please call us to chat about it and
we would be delighted to help with fundraising ideas.
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RING O' BELLS 2019
Once again the generous proprietors of this excellent and well
known local pub invited the Bristol Childrens' Help Society to
attend the entrance gate at the Ring O' Bells in Compton
Martin for the 7th annual Cider and Cheese Fayre.
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ET VOILA !! And now we are up and running !!
As many of you will have read in last year's Newsletter, we have been planning for this new addition to our
facilities at Barton Camp at Winscombe, on the edge of the Mendip Hills in Somerset, for some time. We have
met with several frustrating delays along the way, but have succeeded very satisfactorily in the end.

Our photograph, kindly supplied by Martin Parr, a well known
Bristol photographer, who happened to be there enjoying the
fun, shows several BCHS volunteers, in red logo T-shirts taking
the entrance money at the gateway to this happy festival. They
are led by Dick Hyde, Trustee and Board Member of the
Society, whose great good humour kept everyone happy.
Everyone had given up their Sunday afternoon to volunteer to
be there.
This sunny day drew a near capacity and record crowd, and
the zyder and cheese merchants, showing their fine products,
enjoyed their best Fayre ever.
At the end of the day the Society received a most generous
cheque for £2,275 to go towards the new Dormitory Roofs.
A great start for this formidable fund-raising effort.

THE SWIMMING POOL
NOW & THEN

At last the 29th August 2018 arrived, and the deed was well and truly done ! More than eighty invited guests arrived at Barton to
celebrate the formal opening of the newly constructed Activity Building adjoining the Sports Hall. This tailor-made, modern and
relatively maintenance free building will greatly relieve the pressure on the main Dining Hall, which, in recent years when indoor
study / play space has been at a premium, has had to serve two masters. It has needed
to yo-yo between dining and classroom usages.This was not an easy task for our
group leaders, nor for the caterers to manage, and required a great deal of patience
and co-operation to achieve.
The Opening Ceremony commenced with a few words of welcome from the BCHS
President,Tom Hood, followed by a ribbon cutting flourish by the Deputy Lord
Lieutenant of the County of Somerset, Mr Trevor Smallwood, together with the vice
Lord Lieutenant of Bristol, Dr. Timothy Chambers. Both of these gentlemen
congratulated the Society on this marvellous achievement, and on the ongoing success
and ambition of the Bristol Children's Help Society. They also highlighted the joy that a
short stay at Barton brings to so many disadvantaged children, who live their lives in
difficult circumstances in Bristol and the surrounding counties.
A commemorative brass wall plaque was then unveiled, following which the doors
were flung open to the delighted shrieks of the excited children, who had been quietly
hiding in the classroom. Our guests were then invited to take a look over the new
facilities, and the adjoining boys' and girls' changing rooms and toilet block.This happy
occasion ended with a reception in the main Dining Hall.
A short presentation was made to Ian and Jane Lyons to thank them for their sterling
service to the Society over the past fifteen years as caterers to the thousands of children, who have enjoyed a
stay at Barton during those years. Their cheerfulness and endless patience will be long remembered by all their
friends at BCHS.
Our guests then took the opportunity to stroll around the rest of the campus, and witnessed it in full swing, with
two groups of children from South Bristol schools enjoying all the various attractions to the full.

A Report From Our Chairman Bob Hollis.
2018 was a very happy year for the Society, and we have seen many successes, and some notable
achievements.
First and foremost must be the Opening Ceremony for the new Study Building with it's useful addition of
outdoor loos and an area for drying numerous wet clothes when the weather is bad. This has been outlined
above, and so I will move on to describe some of our other notable achievements.
The year saw over 3,300 less fortunate children , between the ages of 5 and 11 from our catchment area
of Bristol, its surrounding counties, and sometimes beyond, visit and enjoy the growing amenities at Barton
Camp near Winscombe in North Somerset.
900 adults/carers/volunteers came to look after these children, and we are proud to be able to achieve a ratio
of nearly one carer to every three children to ensure that the kids feel safe, and therefore are able to relax and
benefit hugely from this very different environment to the fraught surroundings that so many of them experience in
their everyday lives, since so many of them hail from areas of deprivation falling within the lowest 10% of the National poverty scale.

A Donation Form is to be found on page 3 for your use and further information
is available at www.bartoncamp.co.uk

Contd. Overleaf
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Chairmans Report Continued.
We are also proud of the fact that over 270 children attended the Society's own "weeks", which the
Society totally subsidises.

A "Thank You" from one of our user groups.

As indicated earlier, I am happy to report that we are attracting a growing number of volunteers,
both young and old - but more importantly the young - who give up their free time to help us look
after these children, and to make such a difference to their lives.This also means that the number of
Volunteer days has grown significantly, which is greatly encouraging.

In February of this year a group of seventy five young people, including young carers,
visited Barton from the Torfaen Local Authority in South Wales.

I am also happy to report that we now have several Quilting Clubs interested in providing us with
colourful quilts and cushions, which are given to each child as a gift, and as a memento of their stay.
They are much treasured and sought after to take home with them.
I must also report that we are currently working with an enterprising local firm Mendip Outdoor
Pursuits, who are able to run the occasional activity break for us. The cost of such a week-end, for
thirty children , runs to £4,000 and the kids enjoy many and varied outdoor activities during their
very different week-end.
I would like to emphasise that BCHS is always alert to the many aspects of the Health & Safety and
Childcare Regulations, but keeping up with the inspectors' recommendations always comes at a price.

The new study building,
outdoor loos and drying
area.

We are currently investigating the cost of improving the lighting around the ever popular Swimming
Pool, because the children seem to have an insatiable desire to go swimming, whatever the weather, or time of day (or night !!)
We have also been advised that several trees in the Woodland Walk should be attended to, and that a few of the older ones are downright
dangerous ! The tree surgeon's estimate is in excess of £600.
The major Capital Project for 2019/20, however, must be the re-roofing of the Boys and Girls Dormitories, and that of the Sports Hall. This will
require the removal of the existing Solar Panels, before the tiles are replaced.Those in situ have been there for more than thirty years and they
were originally second hand!!
The estimate for this project is £54,700, which will take a considerable effort to find.
Finally, I am happy to report that we will soon have a new simplified website in place, which will be easier to browse and to understand, and it
will be kept up to date on a regular basis.

It was the first time that these people had visited us, and
they were particularly welcome since they were able to
come in what is very much the off-season for Barton.
Many of the children were young offenders, and there
was also a young, single mother with her baby in the
group.
In the words of their leader, this was an opportunity for
these young people to stay away from home, to enjoy the
local countryside, and to take part in activities, with
Mendip Outdoor Pursuits, that were well outside their
normal realm and scope.
All of the staff attending were extremely impressed with
the layout of the buildings and how well they catered for
our needs. We had the option of larger or smaller
dormitories, as well as staff rooms, which were private,
but also allowed for close supervision of our children at
all times.
The kitchens were excellently equipped, with ample
space and good storage facilities. This made catering for a
large group much easier.

I will end by saying a huge THANK YOU to all those, who have supported us during the past year. Without you we would not be able to
survive, and therefore not be able to carry on the work that we happily do.

We found the whole site very spacious, with many
outside activities available. The young felt that they had
enough freedom, whilst the carers found it easy to
supervise them.
The location is such that most external sites that we
visited were no more than fifteen minutes away, and
there were no concerns about young people wishing to
wander away.
For us the best part of our visit to Barton Camp was
that there was a really positive attitude to us being there,
despite the fact that there were a number of young in
our party with very challenging attitudes. We never felt
that we were "walking on eggshells ", or that our young
people were being a burden, which is not always the
case ! Your staff were always really helpful whenever we
turned to them.
We are so grateful for everything, and (funding
permitting) we would love to visit Barton again next year,
With many thanks,
Dan Warren,
Torfaen Youth Services, South Wales.

We are always looking for financial support, and so we hope that you will continue to support us in the future.
Thank you again, Most sincerely, Bob Hollis.

I'd Like To Help Barton Camp

Heard at Barton.

Please return your completed form to: BCHS, Barton Camp,Winscombe, N. Somerset, BS25 1DY.

This from a young volunteer, whose father had just had a

On a visit to a local farm to see the new born lambs a

triple bypass, whose brother is heavily into drugs and

Bristol lad, who had never been in the countryside

threatening suicide, but this lad has been on several

before, spotted some chickens.

camps at Barton as a helper,.. and does a fabulous job.

Child " Cor, What are they ? "

Child " Are we going to a 5 Star Hotel ? "

Helper " Chickens ".

Helper " Not quite ! "

Child " Is that where chicken nuggets come from ?? "

Child " I only eat microwave chips "
When confronted with sausage and
chips (kindly donated for all the
children then at Barton by
Winscombe Fish Bar)
Helper " Just try one ".
The child ate all of the chips,
and the sausage, and loved it !
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A child with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder,
who found school very challenging (as did the staff !) .
He lives with his mother, who found that she could not
even take him to visit any of their immediate family,
because of his bad behaviour. She was amazed when her
son was accepted for one of the BCHS respite breaks. On
his own he was no trouble at all, and not recognisable as a
"difficult " child. He loved his stay at Barton and asked to
be able to come back soon.

I enclose a cheque made payable to Bristol Children’s Help Society for £
or please debit this amount from the following account: Visa
Mastercard
Switch
other
(please give details).
Card number
		
expiry date
security code
(3 digits on back of card) issue no.
My details:

Mr/Mrs/Miss (please delete as appropriate)
First Name			
Surname				
Organisation Name (if appropriate)
Address					
Telephone Number 		
Email
Please Gift Aid my donation to claim 25p from the taxman for every £1 donated
(I am a basic rate UK tax payer)

Signature			

Date

Please notify the Charity if you:

Wish to cancel this declaration
Change your name or home address
No longer pay sufficient tax on your income
and/or capital gains
If you pay Income Tax at a higher or additional rate and
want to receive the additional tax relief, you must include
all Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return,
or ask HMRC to adjust your tax code.
We will not share your information with third parties but
would like to hold your details to keep you updated with
our work. If you would prefer us not to, then please tick
this box
The BCHS Newsletter is designed by Alison Designs
www.alisondesigns.co.uk

Registered Charity Number: 1092921
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